
 1 ARB Meeting 11/20/13 
 

Minutes 
Architectural Review Board  

Village /Town of Mount Kisco  
Wednesday, November 20, 2013 

8:00 PM 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 PM, Wednesday, November 18, 2013 at the 
Municipal Building, Mount Kisco, New York by Chairman MacDonald.   
 
Members Present:  Chairman James MacDonald 
    Kenneth Brettschneider     

Andrea Eisenberg 
Patty Kiernan 

 
Members Absent:  Bruce Hartleben 
     
Staff Present:  None 
 
Staff Absent:  Robert Melillo 
 
Returning Cases: 
 
1. Enterprise Rent-A-Car    Case # ARB13-37 
 283 No. Bedford Road    Door change and signage  
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549    discussion 
 
Chairman MacDonald called Enterprise Rent-a-Car, 283 North Bedford Road.  Mr. Frank 
Vigna, Enterprise Rent-a-Car appeared before the Board. 
 
Mr. Vigna said from the last meeting, he took the Board’s recommendation back to 
Enterprise and he has come back with updated renderings.  He explained the building 
signage has been changed to channel letters. In addition, the proposed garage door was 
changed to a glass door.  He showed the Board photos of examples of the channel letter 
signs at other locations.  The signage will still be going to the Zoning Board of Appeals for 
variances for sign height and location for the sign on the south side of the building. 
 
Chairman MacDonald asked if the railing on the ramp on the side of the building was going 
to be painted to match the building.  Mr. Vigna said it could definitely be painted dark beige 
to match the building. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Andrea Eisenberg made a motion to approve the application as proposed, with the 
railing on the ramp to be painted dark beige to match the building, and the 
signage approval contingent on receiving a variance from the Zoning Board of 
Appeals.  Ken Brettschneider seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
2. Vincent Palaia     Case #ARB13-35 
 124 (126) Manchester Drive   New construction of 
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549    single family residence 
 
Chairman MacDonald called Vincent Palaia, 124 Manchester Drive.  Mr. Vincent Palaia 
appeared before the Board. 
 
Chairman MacDonald said that one of the things that the Board asked for from the applicant 
was bettering renderings of the proposed single-family residence and to tighten up the 
design package.  Mr. Palaia said he took the Board’s advice and the house color is now 
lighter.  Chairman MacDonald said the rendering was much better and thanked the applicant 
for doing that.  Andrea Eisenberg asked if the house was going to be close to the road?  Mr. 
Palaia said it would be about 35 feet from the street, which would be the same as the next 
door neighbor.  Chairman MacDonald asked what the boxes represented on the rendering?  
Mr. Palaia said the boxes were skylights. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Ken Brettschneider made a motion to accept the color change of the shingles and 
to remove the shutters on the house.  Patty Kiernan seconded the motion.  All 
ayes. 
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4. Mount Kisco Diner     Case #ARB12-31 
 252 Main Street     Final Colors 
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549 
 
Chairman MacDonald called the Mount Kisco Diner.  Kathy Delfay from KG&D Architects 
appeared before the Board.  She explained that she was back before the Board to present 
new exterior colors for the diner. 
 
Chairman MacDonald said the Board had commented when the Diner originally came in that 
the building needed a little more layering and depth.  He said the proposed trellis helps 
tremendously.  Patty Kiernan asked if there was a decision on the stucco color.  Kathy 
Delfay said she would have to check on that.  Chairman MacDonald asked if Patty Kiernan 
had a preference on the stucco.  Patty Kiernan said that she preferred option 2 on the 
stucco.  Chairman MacDonald said the signage would not be part of the discussion this 
evening.  Kathy Delfay said they would be returning with a signage package.  Patti Tipa 
asked if KG&D could submit a letter with the names of the colors for the building for the file. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Chairman MacDonald made a motion to accept the revised elevation and rendering 
as submitted with submitted colors with the preference for color option number 2 
for the stucco and the addition of the trellises.  Signage will be a separate filing 
Patti Kiernan seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
3. The Hearth at Mount Kisco   Case #ARB13-34 
 270 Kisco Avenue     New Construction –  
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549    Senior Living Facility 
 
Chairman MacDonald called The Hearth at Mount Kisco.  Mr. Martin Siefering from Perkins 
Eastman Architects appeared before the Board. 
 
Mr. Siefering took the Board through a power point presentation of the site, which included 
views from different areas of the Village.  He said you will not be able to see the building 
from Kisco Avenue because of the steepness of the hillside, but it will be visible from across 
the valley.  They intend to save as many trees as possible and break up the roofline to help 
break up the massing of the building.  Mr. Siefering said they have chosen darker, natural 
tones that would blend with the landscape.  He showed the site plan and the turns going up 
the driveway and pointed out at what point you would see aspects of the building as you 
drive up the driveway. 
 
Mr. Siefering said there are two parts to the building – individual living and a section for 
residents with memory issues (dementia and alzheimers).  They are providing a residential 
feel for these two parts of the building.  The center of the building consists of the common 
space containing a lot of glass to incorporate the view from the site across the valley.  The 
main entrance to the facility is in the center of the building when you arrive at the top of the 
driveway.   
 
Mr. Siefering said there are three distinct elements on the residential sections that they 
have bumped up with detail.  He showed the Board the floor plan and elevations.  He said 
that it’s deceiving with the flat line drawing because you will never see the whole building 
that way.  Ken Brettschneider asked if any lighting was represented here.  He said he lives 
across the valley and will be looking at this site from his home.  He said the lighting on the 
outside should be represented in the presentations. 
 
Mr. Siefering went through the building materials with the Board.  With regard to color, 
there will be red on the gable ends, neutral in the larger areas and a third material on the 
boxes.  He showed the Board the sample board for the building materials.  He said with the 
vinyl shingles, the corners are knit together.  The hardy panel will be used for the boxed 
elements and stone.  Mr. Siefering said they won’t make final color decisions until a mockup 
is done on site and they can get a realistic feel for the colors. 
 
Patty Kiernan asked about the material of the stairwell.  Mr. Siefering said there is bronze 
for the posts and they are edged in hardy panel trim.  Patty Kiernan asked about the center 
part of the building.  Mr. Siefering said the piers are stone with exposed structural steel 
elements.  Patty Kiernan said the chimney looks gray.  Mr. Siefering said the color is 
champagne.  They are using a metal shingle to add texture.  Chairman MacDonald asked if 
there would be an issue with reflectivity from the sun as that would be a concern.  Mr. 
Siefering said that the material finish is dull enough that it won’t be that reflective.  Patty 
Kiernan asked what material would the chimneys be placed against?  Mr. Siefering said the 
chimneys would be next to the red colored building material.  He said the chimneys are 
important for breaking up the massing of the roofline.  Chairman MacDonald said the 
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chimneys look as if they are floating.  Patty Kiernan said she likes the colors but the metal 
looks very light and asked if there were any other color options for this.  Mr. Siefering said 
he is hesitant to make final choices on color.  He would ask the Board for approval on the 
materials with flexibility on the final colors until they can look at a mock-up in the field. 
 
Patty Kiernan asked about the parking garage.  Chairman MacDonald said the entrance to 
the parking garage is underneath the memory section of the building.  Mr. Siefering 
explained that some of the parking would be land banked, which means that parking spaces 
are on the site plan but they will not be installed as many of the residence will not have a 
need for parking as they don’t drive.  He added there would be some visitor parking and a 
valet service.  They will also be providing a shuttle service to the residents. 
 
Chairman MacDonald asked if the applicants were looking for the approval of the design 
concept and materials but wanted to fine-tune the colors.  Patty Kiernan expressed concern 
about the color of the chimney material.  Mr. Siefering said he didn’t feel that they were in 
disagreement with the Board.  Chairman MacDonald stated that the lighting and signage 
were specifically excluded at this time. 
  
MOTION: 
 
Patty Kiernan made a motion to approve the design concept as presented with the 
understanding that the ARB be involved in the final color choices for the materials 
pending an onsite mockup of the colors.  Andrea Eisenberg seconded the motion.  
All ayes. 
 
New Cases: 
 
1. Mrs. Green’s Natural Market   Case #ARB13-39 
 666 Lexington Avenue    Signage 
 Mount Kisco, NY 10549 
    
Chairman MacDonald called Mrs. Green’s.  Mr. John Hart from Sign Star appeared before the 
Board.  He explained that Mrs. Green’s is renovating their store and are also updating their 
signage. 
 
Chairman MacDonald said the proposed building sign is much smaller and asked if his 
client was ok with this.  Mr. Hart said all of the Mrs. Green’s locations have signage that is 
similar in side.  Chairman MacDonald asked if the building sign was to be centered on the 
bay and not over the doors.  The Boart members agreed they would prefer the building sign 
being centered on the bay. 
 
Chairman MacDonald asked how the building sign would be mounted and how the conduit 
for the lighting would be run.  John Hart said they will be working off the existing feed and 
the conduit would not be seen.  It is behind the sign.  He added the sign on the side of the 
building would be coming own.  Chairman MacDonald said where the old signs are 
removed from the building any holes should be patched and repaired. 
 
MOTION:  
 
Patty Kiernan made a motion to accept the application as presented with the 
condition that the conduit for the building sign not be visible and any needed 
patching and painting be done, and the building sign should be centered on the 
bay where it is located.  Chairman MacDonald seconded the motion.  All ayes.  
 
2. Kisco Avenue Business Center   Case #ARB13-41 
 185 Kisco Avenue     Sign Package 
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549 
 
Chairman MacDonald called Kisco Avenue Business Center.  Anthony Beldotti, property 
owner and Greg McWilliams, architect, appeared before the Board. 
 
Mr. McWilliams said the current property owners purchased this building on the corner of 
Preston Way and Kisco Avenue is 2000.  It went from a woodworking facility to a multi‐
tenant building.  They currently have a lot of vacancies and tenants have been commenting 
about signage.  There is a small central lobby and everything else has direct access into the 
space.  Currently there is a site sign by the driveway entrance that is approximately 3’ by 5’, 
with an anodized frame, blue background and white letters.  Mr. McWilliams explained that 
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they would like to add a second sign on the other driveway, which is a one‐way entrance to 
eliminate confusion for people coming to the building.  The proposed sign would be the 
same size and materials.  In addition, they are proposing to add wall‐mounted signs, 18” by 
7’ at the entrances.  He added that there are blue canopies over the entries currently.  Mr. 
McWilliams said the proposed wall signs would be located above the windows.   
 
Chairman MacDonald asked by the signs wouldn’t be placed over the doors.  Mr. Beldotti 
said the tenants like the canopies and the signs won’t fit above them.  Chairman MacDonald 
asked if it was looked at to put the business name on the canopies?  Mr. Beldotti explained 
that it would be more expensive to have to change out the canopies as opposed to a sign 
face on a wall sign.   
 
Andrea Eisenberg asked where the second ground sign would be located.  Mr. McWilliams 
said it would be placed at the opposite end of the front of the building, symmetrical with 
the existing ground sign.  Chairman MacDonald pointed out that the shadow from the light 
fixture makes the ground sign difficult to read and asked if it could be adjusted higher to 
mitigate the shadow.  He said that he had no issue with the second ground sign.  Andrea 
Eisenberg said on the ground sign the 185 Kisco Avenue is in larger letter but the sign is 
harder to read.  Mr. Beldotti said by having two signs he would be able to make the 
lettering larger and easier to read. 
 
Chairman MacDonald said that each tenant with street access gets a sign; he would prefer it 
to be above the door.  He asked if the wall signs were opaque.  Mr. Beldotti said the signs 
are opaque white with blue letters.  The Board reviewed each of the building elevations and 
the proposed wall sign locations, and made recommendations about moving the signs 
closer to the entry doors for the tenants.   Chairman MacDonald suggested that they take 
the proposal back and made some adjustments based on the discussion. 
 
This case will be returning. 
 
3.   Barker Terrace     Case #ARB13-43 
 One Barker Street     Signage 
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549     
 
Chairman MacDonald called Barker Terrace.  Mr. Steve Schullo, building representative, 
appeared before the Board. 
 
Mr. Schullo explained that Barker Terrace is the only cooperative apartment complex 
without a ground sign.  He said the sign would be burgundy with gold leaf letters.  Chairman 
MacDonald asked if any lighting is planned for the sign.  Mr. Schullo said there will be up-
lighting for the sign.  Chairman MacDonald asked about the building address being 
displayed.  Mr. Schullo said the building address is displayed on the building.  Andrea 
Eisenberg asked if the sign is placed on an angle.  Mr. Schullo said the sign is setback about 
15 feet on their property.  The property at the corner of the intersection does not belong to 
their complex.  He added that he would like to change the signposts to white with gold leaf 
on top. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Ken Brettschneider made a motion to accept the application as proposed with the 
change of the signposts to white with gold leaf tops.  Chairman MacDonald 
seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
4. Joseph Paterno     Case #ARB13-40 
 40 West Way     Addition/Alteration 
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549    to single family residence 
 
Chairman MacDonald called 40 West Way.  Joseph Paterno, architect, appeared before the 
Board. 
 
Mr. Paterno explained that they are proposing to added 2nd floor dormers to this cape 
house.  They have raised the ridge 3 feet, are adding a portico in the center of the front of 
the house and they have moved the door over to center of the portico.  The second floor 
currently is half unfinished.  There will be all new double-hung windows, charcoal black 
shingle roof and light gray siding with white trim in azak. 
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Chairman MacDonald said that the proportion of the design was a bit off.  The second floor 
appears much heavier than the first floor.  He suggested maybe making the entrance 
bigger.  Patty Kiernan agreed that the second floor feels top heavy.  Mr. Paterno asked what 
if he added shutters to the lower windows.  Andrea Eisenberg asked if the dormers could be 
made smaller.  Mr. Paterno said no, they would have to be set back further. 
 
Chairman MacDonald said the design is a huge improvement to the existing house but it 
needs some fine tuning.  Patty Kiernan asked for more details on the windows.  Mr. Paterno 
said he could add mullions on the top windows.  Chairman MacDonald suggested that Mr. 
Paterno tweak the presentation and return next month. 
 
This case will be returning. 
 
5. Rene Mejia      Case #ARB13-42 
 10 West Street     Alteration to two-family 
 Mount Kisco, NY 10549    residence 
 
Chairman MacDonald called 10 West Street.  Rene Mejia, property owner and Lou 
DeMassey, Architect, appeared before the Board. 
 
Mr. DeMassey explained that they are adding a dormer to an existing room on the second 
floor so they can use the room as a bedroom.  They need to provide an egress window and 
the dormer will provide the needed headroom for the window.  They extended the dormer 
on a knee wall to make it work.  The window will be centered in the room.  On the outside, 
they plan on using siding and shingles to match the existing materials.  Patty Kiernan asked 
about the window.  Mr. DeMassey said they are using a sliding window for emergency 
egress from the space. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Andrea Eisenberg made a motion to accept the application as proposed.  Ken 
Brettschneider seconded the motion.  All Ayes. 
 
6. Arroway Chevrolet     Case #ARB13-44 
 175 No. Bedford Road    Façade Alteration 
 Mount Kisco, NY  10549 
 
Chairman MacDonald called Arroway Chevrolet.  Vincent Franze, architect, appeared before 
the Board.   
 
Mr. Franze explained that Arroway Chevrolet seeks a façade upgrade.  General Motors is 
undergoing a new image project and brand recognition.  He pointed out on the plans before 
the Board that the dark line is the footprint of the building and the orange line is where they 
will be making changes.  They are proposing a new entrance on the Preston Way side of the 
building and a delivery portico on the No. Bedford Road side of the building.  They will also 
be replacing the entire glass storefront system.  Mr. Franze said they are not prepared to 
discuss signage at this time but this will be a Chevrolet branded facility and Cadillac will 
have only a logo. Chevrolet will be taking the masthead. 
 
Chairman MacDonald said he felt that lighting would be an issue.  Mr. Franze said that the 
lighting on the site exists and they have been working with the Planning Board on the poles.  
Some have been shortened and heads will be re-tilted.  Chairman MacDonald said he is 
concerned about hot, glaringly bright lights from the building.  He asked what the 
footcandles are now and what are they proposed to be.  Mr. Franze said he could provide 
some information on that but was hoping to leave with a conditional approval this evening.  
The Board had no issues with the building renovations. 
 
MOTION: 
 
Chairman MacDonald made a motion to accept the proposed renovation as 
proposed with the provision that foot candle information be submitted to the 
Building Department both existing and proposed.  Andrea Eisenberg seconded the 
motion.  All ayes. 
 
Minutes: 
 
July 17, 2013:   
 
Chairman MacDonald made a motion to accept the minutes of July 17, 2013 as 
submitted.  Patty Kiernan seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
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July 29, 2013: 
 
Chairman MacDonald made a motion to accept the minutes of July 29, 2013 as 
submitted.  Patty Kiernan seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
September 18, 2013: 
 
Chairman MacDonald make a motion to accept the minutes of September 18, 2013.  
Ken Brettschneider seconded the motion.  Andrea Eisenberg abstained from 
voting.  Chairman MacDonald, Ken Brettschneider and Patty Kiernan voted ayes. 
 
October 16, 2013: 
 
Chairman MacDonald tabled the vote on the minutes of October 16, 2013. 
 
Correspondence: 
 
None 
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:05 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jim MacDonald 
Chairman 
 
/pat 


